French Wine probs
Enter the reception area at Châteaux de Buisard (??) and you can sample its best selection. A few years ago selling them abroard was no problem. One British supermarket chain took thousands of  Bruie and Beaujolais Village and then one day it all came to an abrupt holt. 
Suddenly a new buyer came and just kicked me out and when I asked him why, he said “but John because France and Beaujolais especially are not fashionable anymore in England”. John spent several years as a consultant to producers in Australia and New Zealand and watched as their sales caught up with and often overtook their French counterparts. 

Recent crisis talks between wine growers and the government brought a series of proposed changes. Up-market wines would undergo tighter quality controls. Labels on mid-market wine bottles would become simpler with the emphasis on grape variety rather than the region. Production techniques would be altered. All measures designed to claw back France’s share of export markets.
Damien Gassiou represents Bourgande  growers and says the measures threaten traditional techniques that have been past down the generations for centuries. “They don’t want change, it’s been done that way by my Father and it’s gonna be done that way by me”.
Graham Martin is a British lecturer and veteran of the wine trade who lives in the region. He watches as a vast spraying machine treats the vines before harvesting. Many local producers he predicts will again struggle to find buyers. “When you only produce, say six or seven thousand cases a year, you know very well that you are going to get on the export market with that, so you keep to your own ‘backyard’ basically. 137
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